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pbat up in these days. The chief complaint
seems to be that boards and controls have
inultiplied so greatly during the last decade.
In my opinion, sonic of the existing boards
are entirely unnecessary, though some serve
a, itseful -purpose. Those that are mtere
exeroseenses could well be abolished Wvithout
any great disadvantage to the community.

-It has been said, and I agree, that bad there
hen' Niards in Noalfs time the Ark would
never have been built.

The subject of housing has been plastered
a goad deal and will continue to he so. The
Government is- not to blame for the present
deplorable position, but it will incur blame
if steps are not taken to remedy existing
troubles. The housing problem is approach-
ing the stage of bordering on a national
emergency and civil servants do not seem to
be able to cope with the situation. A sug-
gestion has been made that a committee from
inside Parliament would do better. This
suggestion contains some merit and I think
could be implemented with results advant-
ageolls to the many home-seekers who are
now viewing the future with a good deal of
concern.

We bave had frequent pessimistic expres-
sions about the future by leading public
mnen. A prominent South African said that
it seemed as if people were grumbling be-
cause there was not enough gloom to go
round. From the Prime M% 'inister down, we
have had pessimistic uvterances which, I
consider, are unwarranted. Provided, as the
Leader of the Opposition stated the other
night, in a thoughtful speech, the will of
the people to work is not undermined, pos-
terity has nothing to fear. This is my first
speech in the House, and to say that I feel
nervous would be an understatement. West-
ern Australia is at young State and a plastic
State, and T urge the Government to mould
it along sound lines. Members on the Op-
position side of the House do not seem to
be a bad lot of fellows, and I believe the
future of the State will be safe in the hands
of the present Government.

I thank members for the attentive hearing
they have given me. I do not know whether
I shall speak very often, but when I do, I
hope it will be on a subject of which I1 have
some knowledge. I thank members for their
forbearance and appreciate what they havre
done for me, both inside and outside the
Chamber, since I became a member. 'Much
has .been said about election technique. All

I can say that this is inevitable at election
time. On such an occasion, one's tongue is
apt to outrun one's better judgment, and
possibly things are said that arc not meant.
As often happens, the good goes to the
bottom and the rottenness rises to the top.
In my electorate I endeavoured to make the
fight a clean one, and I must acknowledge
that my opponent (lid the same thing-.

On nioti by li11r, Sty-ants, dJebate ad-
journed.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and rend prayers.

QUESTIONS.

STIRLING HIGHWAY BUS ROUTE.

As to Easing Picking-up Regulation.

Hon. .1. A. wI)mflT (on notice) asked
the Minister for Mines;

Will the Government give consideration
to alloiving privately owned buses, now
licensed to operate along Stirling Highway,
to pick up and set down passengers at
selected points on the trolley bus route?

The MINISTER replied:
Yes, the matter is under consideration.

ROAD BOARDS.

As,; to Proposed Road inakin g-Mach inery
Pool.

Hop. 11, L. ROCHuE (for Lon. A. L.
Loton) (on notice) ask-ed the Minister for
Mines:

Following on the statement in this morn-
ing's iss8ue of "The West Australian" by
the Minister for Works regarding the pro-
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lposed roadmaking-machinery pool, will be
have forwarded to all road boards a copy of
such proposal I

The MUIiSTER replied:
At the suggestion of the Mlinister for

bocal Government, the Road Board Associa-
tion Conference appointed a committee to
consider the idea of plant ipools for the use
by local authorities. No written proposal
was made.

This committee has had a preliminary dis-
cussion with the -Commissioner- of 'Main
Roads and it is presumed that the associa-
tion executive will keep road boards fully
advised -when the report of their committee
hafs been received.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. F. E. Gibson (for
Hon, E. M. Heenan), leave of absence for
twelve consecutive sittings granted to Hon.
11. Seddon (North-East) on the ground of
ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Seventh Day.

lDehate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. A. DDONUTT (Metropolitan-
Suhurban) [4.35]: Like other membe-rs -who
have preceded nie, I sincerely regret the
passing of the late Mr. Drew. I did not
have the pleasure of knowing him in tl~e
heyday of his political career, but I shall
always be grateful to him for the kindness,
consiferation and advice which he extended
to me when I flirst entered Parliament. I
s.hall alwayf appreciate his memory on that
account. I compliment you, Mr. Deputy
President, on your election to your office
and I desire to repeat on the floor of the
HEouse the statement I made to yon on your
election, that you can depend upon me, as
Chairman of Committees, for complete
loyalty and co-operation. To Mr. Parker
and Mr. Wood I offer my good wishes. To
the new members I say that I hope they
will continue to enjoy the confidence of their
electors and remain for a, long time to do
credit to them in this Chamber. I hope,
too, that the President will'soon be restored
to good health.

I was interested in Mr. Heenan's concern
about the meagre reference made in the
Lieut..4lovernor's Speech to the mining in-

dustry. Hle suggested it might indicate a
lack of interest on the part of the Govern-
mient in thiat .zotst important part of the
State's activities. I suggest to Mr. Heenan,
however, that rather than take that small
reference in the Speech as an indication
of the interest wvhich the Government is
likely to take in mining, he should consider
the activity of the new 'Minister for Mines
and use that as his criterion of the Govern-
ment's interest in auriferous and metalli-
ferous mining in this State. The present
iMinister has been more frequently in Collie
and on the Eastern Goldfields and the Mur-
ehison Gioldfields than have many of his
predecessors in a much longer period. He
has even been so far afield as ilawersley.
Range.

Hion. G. Fraser: Hle had to become ae-
quaintedI with local interests.

Ron. J. A. DIM1MITT: That is a very
good thing. It is all to his credit.

Hon G. Bennelts: I hope we shall get
results from it,

l1on. J,. A. D[IMMITT: In 41/2 months the
present Minister has done more than some of
his predecessors did in a much longer period.
I think we shall real; substantial results
from his k-een interest in the industry.

H1on. Q4. Fraser: His predecessoKrs knew
all about the industry. Ife hail to find out
all about it.

Hon. J1. A. TJLMIMITT: It is interesting
to learn that his predecessors did know all
about the industry, but I suggest that more
could have ben done by them for the in-
dustry. His Excellency points out in his
Speech that the Government intends to ap-
point a standing committee to investigate
all public works likely to cost more than
f.75, 000.' This decision must have given a
keen sense of satisfaction to Mr. Thomson.
Year in, year out, session after session, he
has pressed for suich a committee. I sug-
gest to the Government that it avail itself
of his valuable services by including him as
a memher of the committee. I was also
glad to note from the Speech and from sub-
sequent remarks--and even previous re-
marks-made by the Premier that the G'ov-
erment is prepared to co-operate to the
fullest extent w4th the Commonwealth Oov-
ernment, but will not be dominated by it
and will resist at all times any effort on its
part to make inroads on the constitutionall
rights of the State.
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From newspaper reports of recent activi-
ties at Canberra, it is pleasing to note that
not only our own Premier but the Premiers
of other State;, including Labour Pre-
miers, have very much the same feeling
about the Comamonwealth's. nibbling away
at the constitutional rights of the States.
The determined effort made by our Premier,
and other Premiers, to convert the Corn-
mnonweaith outlook on the collection of in-
come tax is something which I think will
please tvery member of this Chamber. It
will he recalled that the Commonwealth
Government was given the sole right to levy
income tax as an emergency measure on the
distinct landerstanding that the right would
be returned to the States when the emer-
gency ceased to exist. We saw, from the re-
port of the Premiers' Conference yesterday,
and from what happened at previous Pre-
iniere' Conferences, the attitude that the
Prime Minister adopted, and still maintains,
of resisting every effort by the States to
regain that which is their undoubted right.

Every year this Government has to go,
cap in hand, to the Commonwealth Grants
Commnission to seek funds. With the in-
dalgence of members, I shall examine for
a few moments the latest statistical return
available on taxation, being the '26th report
of the Commissioner of Taxation. It is
-dated the 1st May, 1946, although this copy
did not reach Western Australia until the
121st March of this year. The report covers
the assessment year 1943-44, and, so far
as I can ascertain, contains the latest in-
formation available on the subject. It in-
dicates that Western Australian residents
paid in income tix alone he very substan-
tial sum of £E7,299,000. Many taxpayers, I
am afraid, are lulled into the belief that
the bulk of the income tax was paid by
the wealthy class. A perusal of this report
indicates that the wealthy class is but a small
group in this State.

In the a~esstaent year under review,
there were only 13 taxpayers in Western
Australia who bad an assessable income of
over £10,000;. and, although the Federal
Treasurer collected from them an aggregate
of 80 per cent, of their earnings, a very
small resultant tax was made availabl 'e to
the Commissioner. These thirteen people
who were taxed 80 per cent. of their earn-
ings contributed oily £129,389 out of a
total collection of £7,299,000. During that
game assessment Year there were 64 West-

emn Australian taxpayers whose income ex-
ceeded £5,000 a year. This group paid a
total of £C293,998. In the group of taxpayers
receiving between £4,000 and £5,000 there
were 72 Western Australians who contri-
buted £:194,230. The next group, those
earning between £3,000 and £4,000, included
169 people who paid £317,207 into the Corn-
monwvealth Treasury. The group that
earned £1,000 and over comprised 5,441
people in Wesitern Australia, and they paid
£C2,675,000.

Let us look at the lower income groups.
Those whose income was £400 a year paid
£1,977)000 in income tax, whilst the middle
class income earners, the people receiving
between E.1010 and £1,000 of assessable in-
come, provided £C2,246,000. A review of
tlic;e figoures clearly indicates that of the
£7,299,000 collected from Western Aus-
tralian taxpayers in the year under review,
almost two-thirds was paid by the working
class or the middle class. That is an im-
portant aspect of the incidence of income
taxation and is one that is either not known
or is largely overlooked. In addition to the
£C7,299,000 collecte-d by way of income tax
from Western Australian taxpayers, sub-
stantial amounts were contributed by way
df sates tax, excise and customs duty. These
amounts total in all several millions.

The report also reveals that sales tax
paid in Western AustraliaL for that year
was £1,328,241. But sales tax, excise and
customs duty are all carefully hidden
in the price structure, and the public be-
coates. completely unaware of the .amount
of taxation it pays through these indirect
sources. The point I wish to make at this
stage is that Western Australia should not
be cons idered as a mendicant State. We
havoecontribted substantially to the Com-
mon wealth revenue and by way of income
tax reimbursement in this assessment year,
the Commonwealth paid to the State Treas-
ury the sum of £2,546,000, by way of grant
£8560,000, and £473,000 by way of sinking
fund. So, the total c!ontribution made by
the Federal Treasury to the State Treasury
was £3,869,000, whereas this State contri-
buted by way of income tax £7,299,000 and,
in addition, several millions in excise, cus-
toms duty nnd sales tax. I feel, therefore,
that the outlook of the Federal Treasury
on our State Treasury should be tempered
with mercy, and we should not have to go
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cap in hand year after year ats we do. In
fact I hope the time will come when this
and the other States will regain the power
that was taken from them to levy income
tax.

The shortage of buildings is something
that is causing us all a great deal of con-
cern. I hope the Government wvill give
favourable consideration to the building of
two rooms, kitchen, bathroom, and conveni-
ences, as part of wvhat will, when completed,
he a four or five-roomed house: Such a,
plan would almost double the availability
of housing with the same use of material.
Naturally it would greatly relieve the diffi-
culties of those who are today sadly in need
of homes. I think the local governing
authorities need have no fear about the half-
house plan. After all, the frontage facing
the street would be completed with a ver-
andah, if any, and the additions would be
made behind the finished structure.

Hon. G. Fraser! The Government is get-
ting away from the promises it made during
the elections.

Ron. J. A. DIMMITT: I am not speaking
for the Government. I hope the Govern-
ment will give consideration to the half-
house plan.

The Honorary Minister: It is nothing
new. It is already being done in Melbourne.

Hon. J. A. DfIMITT: What is'

The Honorary Minister: The construct-
ing of half-houses.

Hon. J1. A. DIPMflYT: Yes. I hope the
Government will follow that example. I
would rather see hundreds of half-houses
so that couples who are now denied the
privacy and privilege of a home-some are
living with "in-laws" and some are housed
on verandahs and in single rooms-would
have a half-house, as a nest of their own,'
than continue under the present conditions.

The Honorary Minister: The previous
Government did not think about it.

Hon. G. Fraser: The previous Govern-
ment had a higher standard. I can show
you where such buildings were erected 20
years ago and they are still in that stage!

The DEPUTY' PRESIDENT: Order!
Mr. Dimnmitt will proceed.

Hon. J. A. DIMMIT'f: Thank you, Sir.
I am glad to be allowed to speak again.
The half-house plan has many disadvan-

tages, and I think it is desrivable that people
should he allowed to buy the space they
require instead of being compelled to pur-
chase accommodation for which they have
no immediate need.

Hon. G. Fraser: Get those people to build
them in Nedlands.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: This plan would
be a gereat help to the person on an ordi-
nary income, because whether such a nman
is buying a house on terms or taking advan-
tage of the rental scheme, the weekly pay-
ment would be much nearer twenty shillings
than thirty shillings as it is at present. I
would like to see the greatest number of
houses built in the shortest possihle time,
and I believe that the half-house plan would
he a tremendous help in that direction. I
also suggest that it is high time that most
of the controls should be eased or tapered
off, and some entirely discontinued.

Controls encourage lawbreakers. They
make possible black markets and create op-
portunities for dishonesty and depravity.
All these things come about at the expense
of the average honest citizen. Controls that
cannot be properly policed make bad laws,
and had laws make bad men. Law-breaking
undetected, like a scourge or disease, runs
through the whole place. I dread to think
what the morals of V~s nation will be ifi
these controls are allowed to continue for an
indefinite period. Apart altogether from
the moral aspect, they are stifling initiative
and lessening opportunities for industrial
expansion.

I am advised that a number of builders
and contractors are not operating today as
such. I understand that some of them have
said that they will not go back to their
trade while the controls last. Many of them
have indicated that if the restrictions wvere
lifted they would return to it. That would
be very welcome in these times. I hope that
the present Government, when it brings
down, as it must, a continuance Bill to
carry on the Budlding Operations and
Building Materials Control Act, will give
serious consideration to easing the restric-
tions that appear in the vaiousm subsections
of Section 9.

If that is done, it will give an oppor-
tunity for these jobbers, who today are not
engaged in new construction work, to under-
take more repair and renovation work and
so make ,good the ravages of time from
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which most properties are suffering as a
result of the war years. I earnestly request
that consideration be given to increasing
the amounts that can he spent under these
various headings. I n conclusion, I congratu-
late the Government on the activities it
has indulged in. so far, and I feel that it
is making not only a good impression on

,the public mind, but is getting through a
lot of work. If it continues as it is going,
its life will he long and greatly to the
advantage of this State.

LI

HON. E. M. DAVIES (West) [4.58]: On
the occasion of my first rising to address

,this Chamber, I would like to take the op-
portunity of expressing my gratitude to
the people of Great Britain for the mag-
nificent stand they made in the dark days
of 1940, and their sacrifices uip to the eon-
elusion of the European War. I wish also
t9 express my gratitude to all members of
the Fighting Forces for the magnificent part
they played in bringing victory to the
United Nations. To the relatives of those
who made the supreme sacrifice, may I offer
my deep condolence?

I desire to congratulate you, Mr. Deputy
President, on occupying your honourable
position, and to express my regret at the
illness of our President. I trust that his
convalesence will not be long, and that he
wilt soon be restored to perfect health and
be hark among us again. My thanks are
*lio due for the welcome that has been ex-
tendri to me and my colleagues who have

"etee this Chamber for the first time. I
appreciate to the full what members have
said and the advice that has been tendered
to me on some of the occasions when I have
had conversations with older members.
Whilst I had not met some of the new mem-
bers, I cannot allow this occasion to pass
without referring to the fact that Hon. C.
G. Latham has been known to me for a
number of years. I had the honouir of serv-
ing with him in the 16th Battalion with the
first A.I.F. It was therd that I came toknow
him. T have always appreciated his friend-
ship and was pleased to serve with him In
that battalion. 'Moreover1 it was gratifying
to me to be sworn in as a member on the
satme day that he was.

Having satisfied my conscience for the
time being, I now desire to give credit to
the present Commonwealth Government and

the Wilicoek and Wise Governments for
having adinistered tb6 affairs of this coun-
try during the period when Australia was
facing one of the greatest crises in its his-
tory. For a country containing seven mil-
lion people to mohilise for total war, carry
the war through to victory, to have an
orderly demohilisation and bring about the
reinstatement of many thousands of Service-
men in industry in the way that was done,
is a tribute which cannot be overlooked.
W~ e must be very grateful, irrespective of
our political opinion;, that we were able'to
survive and emerge from the conflict as a
free people.

Like many others, I do not agree that
controls should exist for any long period.
It was, however, by the regimentation of the
nation to a certain extent that we were able
to achieve vietorv. Until such time as con-
ditions become more normal, it is necessary
that some of the controls should be retained.
I believe that as things become normal, as
materials and labour are available, certain
controls may be elhninated. I want to make
it clear that I believe there is great necessity
for price-fixing to remain in force for al-
most an indefinite period. I rememher re-
turning to Western Australia at the con-
clusion of World War 1 after serving in the
Forces, at a time when price-fixing had dis-
appeared almost immediately peace -was
signed in JIune, 1919.

To many of us who had returned to the
State, the position was very difficult. We
could not obtain sufficient clothing without
paying an exhorbitant price for it and
thereby utilising mo.9t of the deferred pay
that was, coming to us. I wvell remember
a friend of mine endeavouring to have two
suits made in Perth before going to the
country. When he got the suits he had
to pay thirty guineas for them. They were
the least expensive he could obtain on that
occasion.

Hfon. J. A. flimmitt: That is about today's
price.

Ron. E. M.Nf DAVIES: 'We cannot com-
pare today with 1919. The basic wage in
1919 was approximately 9s. 6d. a day, where-
as nowt it is over £5 a week. I do not think
there is any comparison between 1919 and
the end of hostilities on the last occasion.
If any controls are to -remain, price-fixing
must be kept in operation for sonmc consider-
able time.
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During- the last general election it
was quite unfair for certain parties to
take advantage of the post-war difficulties
brought about during the transitional period
from wvar- to peace, which is always
the most difficult. - It is hard to obtain
certain materials, particularly for housing,
and extremely difficeult to obtain labour.
One of the many difficulties confronting
u,~ is housing. Whilst I do not wont to
eriticlse the present Government, I point out
that in the past Labour Governments bare
brought down amending legislation to this
House for the purpose of giving the
Workers' Homes Board borrowing powers
to enable it to erect homes on a rental basis.
If I remember correctly, this House on that
olaision said that the building of homes on
ai rental basis was a matter for private enter-
pri~e. Apparently private enterprise has
thought otherwise.

In the particular district wvhere I am domi-
ciled and] which I represent here, houses have
niot been' built by private enterprise fot
rental purposes to any extent for a long time.
Those concerned have preferred to invest
their capital in districts which would give
them a greater return than would residences
built in the Fremantle area. As a result of
this, we find that in my province very few
homes have been built by private enterprise
for rental purposes. If the legislation
brought to this House in past years by
Labour Governments had been agreed to
many homes would have been erected in Fre-
mantle on that particular basis. Although
we would not have been able to, meet the
demand for housing which exists today, at
lea.4 the position would not have been so
,PverC as it is now.

II notice that the Premier, in answer-
ing certain questions in the other place,
stated recently that there were houses built
for youn- couples or niarried couples with
one child. I think hie said the number of
houses so built was nine. That is
nrot a grat number to erect since the
14t April. The coupling of the two togethet!
does not tell one whether the houses were
built for young couples-this would come
into the two-unit family category-or
whether they were built for young couples
with one child, which would bring them into
the three-unit plan. We cannot dissect the
flirures. If such houses are being: built for
these peolple-when y ouing people get mar-
ried they naturally look for a- home and

they should have one in which to live-I fail
to see why the claims of people in the Fre-
mantle distridt' comprising five and six-unit
families, cannot also be entertained in
similar fashion. There is something wrong
and the Government should, as quickly as
possible, endeavour to overcome this situa-
tion. Mr. Dimmitt referred to the building
of half-houses. That is a question to which
deep thought should be given. It may be all
right in some cases where finance is not the
reason why a house is only half built.

If we take the average family on the lower
rung of income and permit a half-house to
be built for a married couple, in the course
of a few years the family has begun to grow
and there is no means of extending the home.
Meanwhile families are being brought up
under very unhygienic circumstances. The
smallness of the home does not provide for
sufficient bedrooms and children have to sleep
in rooms that do not give the number of cubic
feet of *hir space that ore required
under the Health Act. Families 'hare
to be reared in these circumstances
when thejre is not Aufficient finance
to provide extra accommodation. Eventually
yo~ung people leave home and obtain dwel-
lings of their- own, and the old couple are
left with the building ,with which they
started and which they do not think is worth
enlarging. We have many of these homes
in the Fremantle district that were built 30
or 40 years ago and have not yet been com-
pleted. It would be wise for th6 Gover nment
to give serious consideration to this matter.

Another question I would raise is in regard
to hospitals. I understand that the Wise
Government made provision for an expendi-
ture of £2,000,000 to bring the hospitals of
the State up to the requisite standard. That
expenditure was to be spread over a period:
I am not looking at this question in a
parochial way. I realise that country dis-
tricts also desire to have hospitals. I hope
the Government will give attention to that
aspect. In Fremantle the question is rather
serious. We have a hospital that is known
as a 196-bed institution. The average bed
accommodation is for about 170. We also
have nurses whose accommodation is unsatis-
factory because their home is riot large
enough for them.

As the Fremantle Hospital serves
an extensive area stretching from Clare-
mont to Rockingham, it has to deal
with a large number of people who
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desire treatment. In addition, it is very
often called upon to treat country cases, and
difficulties arise in that connection. I heard
it said in this House a few days ago that
the hospital at Geraldton is a very old
one. Having seen it myself I appreciate that
fact. Part of the Fremantle Hospital that
is being used as a ward at present
was, in the early days of the State,
the Governor's res;idence, Members will
thus realise the age of that building.
I urge the Government to do everything in
its power to bring these hospitals up to the
required standard. I realise the absolute
necessity of providing decent homes for the
peole hut second only to that in importance
is the provision of hospital accommodation
where required.

I wish to draw the attention of members
to the maternity side of hospitalisation. At
Fremantle we have some private hospitals
that deal with maternity cases. The first
I shall refer to is the Bundi Kudja Hospital
which has 14 beds with an average
of 22 patienats monthly. The matron
there has to refuse about 12 applications
for aenonunodation weekly. Hilcrest. Hos-
pital has a license for 14 beds and St.
Helen's Hospital at East Fremntle is
licensed for 10 beds but frequently has to
provide for 14 patients. Sister Bathgnte's
Hospital at East Fremantle has 10 beds
and sometimes has to provide for 14
znotbirs. The position from the standpoint
of maternity jequiremonts demands urgent
attention at Fremantle and I ask the Gov-
ernment to make provision for a maternity
ward wvhen additions arc being carried out
at the Fremnantle Hospital.

AVfle dealing with the question of hos-
p1itals, I would remindi the House that dur-
ing the recent general elections there was
prominently before the public what was
known as "the cobweb campaign." Per-
haps members may have noticed the pub-
lication of a picture of the Grosvenor 'Hos-
pital showing cobwebs all over it, indicat-
ing to the electors that the Wise Govern-
ment was responsible for the closing of that
institution. A5 chairman of the health corn-
niittee of the Fremantle City Council, I took
a very keen interest in the matter when I
heard that the hospital was to be dosed.
I contacted the mayor, Hon. F. E. Gibson,
and I visited the hospital where I was intro-
duced to a very young nurse who informed
me that she was in charge.

I found that the reason the hospital was
to be closed was that they were unable to
obtain tile services of a doubly certificated
sister and the young nurse herself was not
prepared to take the responsibility of eon-
ducting the hospital mainly because she was
not qualified and because she was to undergo
training in maternity nursing. After hear-
ing the explanation I discussed the matter
with the mayor and town clerk and we
endeavoured to secure the services of a
doubly-certificated sister, making inquiries at
the Perth Hospital, the Repatriation Depart-
ment and the Public. Health Department.
We were not able to obtain one and there-
fore the hospital had to be closed on the
1Ist January last.

The Wise government was i no selite
responsible for what happened. Subsequent
to that date and while I was aiding ai
mayor of Fremantle, a deputation waited
upon me with the request that a conference
of representatives Of local governing bodies
should be convened to discuss the whole
question. The conference was accordingly
arranged and in due course a deputation
waited upon the Minister for Health, IMr.
Parker. I shall read to members a portion
of the reply received from the Minister si'
that they will readily understand what ac-
tually happened. In the course of the let-
ter the Minister said-

Notices of existing defects have beea served
by inspectors upon hospitals and where im-
mediate remedy is practicable it has been de-
manded.

Wherever, through shortage of material or
labour, inordinate expense or other difficulty,
correction of a defect appeared likely to jee-
pardisa the operation Of the hospital, action
has been limited to long term notices without
penalty clauses.

It has been tile policy of the department to
keep the private hospitals open even though
the private hospital regulations are not fully
complied with.

''IGrosvenor Hospital'' was not closed by tie
department. This hospital has, for some yeari,
been the subject of adverse reports by thc
department's inspectors and, during 1946,
notices were served upon the owner warning
him that unless certain urgent corrective work
was undertaken, a license would be refused
him for 1947.

The letter goes on to -say that no action
was taken to comply with the department's
requirements but that the Public Health
Department did not close the hospital. In
the circumstances, I think it is quite unfair
that any political party should be entitled

Mo
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to utilise the Press in an endeavour to place
upon the shoulders of the previous Labour
Ministers the responsibility for closing the
Grosvenor Hospital. If my memiory serves
me aright it was Abraham Lincoln who said
on one occasion, "You can fool some of
the people all the time; you can fool all
of the people some of the time, but yu
cannot fool all the people all the time."

Another question I shall deal with con-
cerns free imumunisation against whooping
cough. I a proud to have been associated
with the Fremantle District Diphtheria Im-
mnic ation Committee since its iniceptio~i.
That committee has performed valuable ser-
vices, in the interests, of the people of the
district, Iii the first plarr a meeting -was
called and a comniittee comprising repre-
sentatives of the local authorities at Fre-
mantle and the contiguous districts--tbat
would he the North Fremantle and East Fre-
mantle 31unig'ipal Council,, and the Melville
and Fremantle Road Boards-was appoint-
ed.. Those local authorities financed the
operations of the committee and at the oh't-
set it was necessary to purchase supplies
oif serum. Eventually the Government made
supplies available free and for the past
11 years, the eJinic has carried on contin-
uously at Fremnantle.

Last night I had handed to me the report
of the 11th annual meeting of the commit-
tee. This shows that since its commence-
ment in 1936 remarkable progress has been
made. At that time the incidence of diph-
theria per thousand of the child population
at Fremiantle was 23, but in 1947 the inci-
dence per thousand was only 1.89. That
means to say that in tlw Fremantle districts
last year there were only 16 cases of diph-
theria. We can claimu that the immunisa-
tion eoiamife has (lone excellent work. At
the outset it wvas necessary to break down
doubts entertained by certain organisations
and lprivatea individuals who, were opposed
to immunisition. But apparently they have
been silenced to a great extent.

I ask the Government to institute a free
immunisation scheme to combat whooping
cough. I have been informed that a pilot
scheme was introduced at North Fremantle
two years ago when a supply of vaccine suffi-
cient to inoculate 100 children was provid~ed
and, further, that 18 months ago an equal
quantity was sent to Collie for a similar
purpose. I would like the Minister to appre-
cite the fact that unless whooping tough is

made a notifiable disease, it will not be pos-
sible for the local authorities to follow up
any outbreak and ascertain what the actual
position may be. If that step were taken,
then the local authorities could cope with
any outbreak, as it hex with diphtheria.

Hon. G0. Bennetts: The trouble is worse
in Kalgoorlie this year than ever before.

Ron. E. IfI. DAVIES: Then I suggest
that the hon. member induce the people to
imnmunise their children, and the trouble will
be overcome.

Hon. G. Bennetta: We have done that,
too.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: Dealing now with
the question of education, I believe that,
irrespective of what the political views of
a Government may be, education must stabd
in the forefront of its objectives. I con-
gratulate the Wise Governmnent on the re-
cord amount made available in 1946-47 for
educational purposes1 I finderstand that
the amount provided was £1,140,000. That
serves to show that, although we had passed
through six years of war, the Labour Gov-
ernment endeavoured to keep pace with the
demands for improved educational facilities
to the extent of our ability to do so, con-
sistent with the need to deal with other,
requirements.

I am pleased to'note that visual training
has been introduced in the schools, I regard
that as an essential step. Those of use who
served in the Armed Forces realise what a
great advantage it is to anyone to have an
opportunity to secure visual training. Dur-
ing his speech the other day, Sir Hal Cole-
batch, said that during the 25 years Labour
Governments had been in office, not one high
school bad been built.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: No, I said that
not one had been established. I know one
wa's built.

Hon. ER M. DAVIES:- In 1939 the High
School was built in Geraldton.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: Yes, I know
that.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: Then that school
was established there,

Hon. Sir Hal Cotebateb: No, it was estab-
lished 25 years ago. The building was put
up later.

Hon. E. WI. DAVIES: Then we can dis-
cuss that matter from. another angle. Quite
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a number of high schools have been estab-
lished recently in places that have been in
existence for a great number of years. 1
mentioned that a high school had been built
in Geraldton in 1039 and, furthermore, addi-
tions have been made to the high schools at
Northam, Bunbury and on the Eastern Gold-
fields. Then again the East Perth Girls'
School, which has now been made a high
school, was built not so many years ago.
The Forrest-street School at Ut. Lawley
was opened by the MUjAiter a little while
ago. That was also built by the Labour
Government.

With regard to the position in country
districts, no State can he prosperous
unless water supplies are available as
well as adequate reticulation. I ant sorry
that the legislation introduced last session
by the Labour Government did not find its
way to the statute book. I hope the present
Administration till give earnest considera-
tion to a scheme for establishing adequate
water suppliqs throughout the rural dis-
tricts. Without those essential supplies,
the necessary products cannot be grown.
I am sure that the farmers generally would
be very pleased if informed that a proper
sceheme was to he inaugurated, one that
would be permanent.

I would also ask the Government if it
intends to lay down a network of electricity
supplies throughout the country districts.
Membhers, will remember that a Commission
was appointed to advise the Government
upon the matter and it recommended a
ehamrcv-over to the 50-cycle frequency. I
understand that an expenditure of upwards
of ff60,000 is to be shared by the Comn-
monwealth n'nd State Governments. There is
one point that I would like the Mlinister to
boring uinder the notice of Iris colleagues.
In England a scheme has been worked okt
whereby, should a breakdown take place' in
one area the consumers there can he con-
nected up with a station elsewhere, and so
no disability is experienced by the coin-
munity. I trust the Government will utilise

soeof the money made available by the
(Commonwvealth to put some such scheme
into operation here.

With regard to industrial development in
Western Australia, I congratulate the ex-
Mfinister for Works, Mr. Hawke, upon the

encouragement he extended to that objec-
tive when he was in office. He endeavoured

a-, far as possible to induce people to es-
tablish manufacturing undertakings in this
State. In my opinion, ha was f airly suc-
cessful but at the same time we have to
tatke into consideration the fact that the
space available near the metropolis for the
establishment of heavy industries is very
limited. We have some areas in the Bays-
water, Maylands and Subiaco districts and
also at North Fremautle and in part of the
F'remantle district. We have every oppor-
tunity, as far as land east of Fremantle is
concerned, and I feel that by inviting in-
dustry to come here we will have a t'ar
more balanced economy, will be able to find
employment for people and will also have
a chance to supply our own markets
anti possibly to export goods. Every at-
teiupC should be made to invite industries,
in other States to establish themselves here.
The Frenmantle City Council has en-
deavoured 4to do its utmost and has been
fairly successful in making land available.
It has bad quite a number of applications;
fromn bodies desiring to extend their busi-
nepss to this State. I trust that the pro-
sent Giovernment will follow the ex'ample
of' its predecessors, arid do everythingr po,'-
sible to encourage industry to come here for
the benefit of the State and the people,
generally.

When the present Governmenit was in op1-
position, there was quite a lot of criticiin
of the Railway Department. lRailwvays Lre
the arteries of commerce and they are the
main mneans of development. "Many lines
have been laid down iu Western Australia
in order to develop the country anti as aa
rule they have not been payable proposi-
tions, They have not paid for the greace
required to run trains. I feel the Governi-
ment might consider that -when new ifines
are regarded as necessary for opening up
the country, ,they should not be made a
charge on railway revenue but rather on
Consolidated Revenue until such times as
they are, payable.

W\e have heard a lot recently about road.
transport. If we are going to allow road
transport free competition with the rail-
ways, there is only one way in which that
can be done, and that is to increase very
considerably the fare.% and freights on thel
railways. With the exception of two classes
of freight, known as "0" and "M''Nl, there
has been no increatse in freights since 1935.
r feel tbat some of the criticismi levelled at
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the railways has n~t been quite fair. It
must be' realised thAt some locomotives are
over 40 years old and it was not possible
to have themn renewed during the war. The
permanent way had to he neglected he,
cause there was not sufficient, labour to
maintain it. In the circumstances, IR think
the railways did an exellent job over that
period.

As a matter of fact, from 1939 to 1945
the railways carried 22,500,000 tons of
'0uods and livestock, 102,000,000 passengers
and millions of gallons of water required
for drought affected areas. I am of the
opinion that the railways should be
niodernised and that a. the previous Coy-
erment intended to spend £C4,000,000 over
a period 8f years for that purpose, that
policy should be continued by the present
(Government and, if possible, the amount
ot money expended should be increased
considerably. The equipment certainly
needs to be modernised. As I said before,
-ome of the locomotives are very old and
need to he scrapped and rep~laced by new
ones. The previous Government purchased
as, many as it could obtain.

With modernised rolingstoek, particu-
larly for passengers, more people may be
induced to travel by rail. Some of the dis-
abilities~ under which railway men have baa
to work should he brought to th e notice of
the hlouse. Coal is one of the main bug-
hears of locomotive men. I want to make
it (-lear that those men are patriotic enough
to desi re to use local coal; hot when it
comes to that which is drawn from the open
cut at Collie, they feel they are being. asked
to do a little too much, though they are
struggling with it. Often that coal is mostly
dirt and stone and it does not have sufficient
heating qualities to raise enough steam to
make the trains run on time.

Hon. G. Bennetts: We lost an hour com-
ing from Northam here on Tuesday through
that coal.

H~on. E. I. DAVIES: I do not know
whether the hon. member lost an hour on
that occasion, but some of the men have
lost quite a lot of patience at times through
having to use open-cut coal. Those men are
sometimes called upon to go away from home
and have to live in harracks. Some of them
spend half a life-time in those quarters. I
'would ask the Government to provide ac-
cominodation more in keeping -with home

life. If the Minister would have a look
at'the barracks at Northanm, he would have
some idea of what is actually required.

Hon. C. Bcauetts: Let him have a look
at the Commonwealth railway barracks,

Hon. E. 2N1. DAVIES: Proper facilitie's
should he provided at the running sheds.
The locomotives and rollingstock are so old
that they necessitate a good many running
repairs. Tho mechanics who have to work
at the running sheds should be provided with
better facilities. They have to labour in a
pit with an engine over the top. This makes,
the pit into a tunnel, and the mn are wo~rk-
ing in a draught. Many of them are suf-
fering from disabilities as a result. I be-
lieve that the locomotive depot at Fremantle
is to be rebuilt. It is time something was
done and I hope that when the rehuilding
takes place facilities will be provided for'
the men to have a reasonably warmn bath
before ceasing duty. At present the methods
there are very primitive.

I sop port the proposal for the establish-
ment of a uniform gauge from Kialgoorlie
to F'remiantle. I believe it would be an in-
duccient, to people arriving in this State
to travel east hy train and therefore to see
Western Australia first, thus having an
opportunity to decide whether to settle here
instead of elsewhere. The broadening of
the gauge should be undertaken, and I re-
gret that the finding of the Select Conm-
mnittee on the subject -was not in accordance
with what is desired. If that line is broad-
ened it should comn south of the river into
Fremantle and not go around to the west
of the city, joining the existing railway at
Clarem~ont and terminating at North Fr-
mantle.

Hon. G. Fraser: You favour the minority
rep ort.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: Yes. By coming
sooth of the river the line -would open up
alot of country east of Fremantle that is
of low agricultural value but which could
be used for industry. If that line came
through there, sidings could be provided
and I feel sure industries would be estab-
lished iii the area. I support the project
for the rural training of es-Servicemen.
Those who have served in the Forces and
desire to take up farming should have every
opportunity and be given every encourage-
ment to do so. I believe in practical train-
ing in farm management, which is as im-
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portent as the management of any busi- not take out a treatment license, though they
ness or industrial concern.

I support the soldier settlement schemie,
and 1 believe that farms should be provided
that will ensure a living to the farmers and
tifat the settlers should not be charged in-
terest or rent for the first year. They should
be given first-class land. I object to returned
men being placed in the marginal areas; and
I believe that if an amendment were made
to the Closer Settlement Act as a result of
which large tracts of country now held to
no good purpose were made available for
this scheme, many more men could be settled
on the land more quickly than at present.
There are thousands of acres of first-class
land locked up and I feel it should be uti-
lised for the settling of returned men.

In the Press the Mlinister, with a reason-
able amount of pride, said that 100 farms
had been established by June. We were all
very p)leased with that, since a great deal
(if criticism had been levelled at the previous
Government because it was considered that
the rate at which Servicemen were being
placed on farms was too slow. I believe
it is absolutely essential that every avenue
should be explored in order to ensure that'
the farms on which men are placed will
return them a living and are in proper con-
dition, and that the men will be able to
occupy them without any great inconveni-
ence to themselves. Some credit must he
given to the previous Government for the
fact that 100 farms were occupied by June,
notwithstanding the criticism levelled at that
Administration. From the 1sat April to
the time the statement was made in the
Press, there was 'not sufficient opportunity
for the present Government to have finalised
the arrangements for settling those men.
In mentioning the 1st April, I do not wish
to suggest by inuendo that the date has any
significance so far as the present Govern-
ment is concerned.

There is one question that is exercisin5
the minds of quite a number of people in
Fremantle, and that is the operations of
the Milk Act. I am of the opinion that the
amendment passed last session was never
intended to he the means of forcing certain
people out of the industry. I agree it is
necessary to protect the public and to supply
them with pure milk; but there are quite
a number of people who had established
themselves in the dairying industry in Fre-
mantle. Through some oversight, they did

contributed to the compensation fundl. But
they are now being denied the right to carry
on their business. I am sure that was never
intended when the Act was amended. The
tendency has been for monopolies to be cre-
ated, because some large firms arc buying
out the smaller ones. The larger firms have
treatment licenses, whereas, partly perhaps
through the neglect of the Milk Board olli-
cials and partly through the neglect of the
people concerned, the small men did not ob-
tain such licenses: They are being absorbed
by larger firms, and 1 do not think it is fair
to them, when in some cases they have
placed their life's savings in the business,
to he denied the right to carry on.

If we are to increase the population of
this State, we must raise the status of
domestic workers. I am not concerned with
the amount of endowment paid to mothers-
whether it be 6s., 7.s. 6d. or 10s. per week-
but under present conditions to urge a
mother to have a large family is to ask her
to take on added responsibility and make
herself nothing but a drudge. The time has
arrived when the function of a mother on
this earth should be to look after her chil-
dren, while still having a little time to her-
self for enjoyment. By raising the status of
domestic workers, we will be able to find
girls who are prepared to go into service
in homes and assist motheis in the rearing
of their families. If domestic workers are
denied the status to which they are entitled,
girls will enter other avocations. By some
people the status of the domestic is regarded
as being the lowest possible, and conse-
quently many girls prefer to go into shops,
factories, offices and other avenues of em-
ployment. If, through raising the status of
the domestic, they are induced to undertake
household work, it will better fit them to
be the homemakers of the future.

Whatever migration scheme we are to
have--I was pleased to hear the remarks of
Mr. Simpson on that subject-I shall he glad
if the Government, when considering the
question, will take into account the fact that
it must have a set plan and carry it out in a
proper manner. At the conclusion of World
War I there was a migration policy that
brought a large number of people to this
State. I felt that they Were not given a
fair deal. When I arrived in England, as a
stranger, I received the utmost courtesy and
help from the people there, but when mi-
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grants came here from England I do not
think they received the treatment they
should have been accorded. Any migration
plan, to be successful, must be properly
thought out and regulated. Migrants should
be brought out as they can be absorbed into
industry and homes. Migration should be
restricted until such time as the housing
position has improved.

I am disappointed at the action of the
Government in terminating the services of
Mr. Schroeder as Special 'Mag-istrate of the
Children's Court. I think he has done a
very fine job, and has made a valuable con-
tribution to the progress and welfare of this
State. I do not wish to indulge in severe
criticism, but would point out to the Gov-
ernment that I would strongly object, in
any future appointment, to a legally quali-
fled person being given the position, as I
think it is one for a trained psychologist.
I would not he satisfied with any other ap-
pointment. I do not think the Children's
Court should he given the atmosphere of a
court of law. It should be conducted in the
way that Mr. Schroeder controlled it and,
when an appointment is made, the appointee
should be someone fully trained in psycho-
logy. I support the motion.

RON. H. L. ROCHE (South-East)
[5.47]: 1 wish first to express my deep
regret at the passing of Hon..T. 31I. Drew.
Like other members who have spoken, I had
nothing but courtesy and consideration from
him during the time I have been a member
of this House. To you, Mr. Deputy Presi-
dent, I tender my congratulations on having
had shown to you the confidence of your
fellow-members in your elevation to the posi -
tion that you hold. I wish also to extend my
congratulations to the Minister for Mines
and the Honorary Minister, and express to
them the hope that they will enjoy a long
and successful career in their respective posi-
tions. I do not mind bow long they occupy
those positions, as it will be a p~leasant
change.

During the, course of his speech, Mr.
Davies referred to one or two, matters
that I think call for some comment. He
expressed regret at the loss, last session, of
the legislation introduced for a compre-
hensive water scheme in this State. I think
that in the expression of that regret he has
joined the select band-in a hopeless min-
ority and closely connected with his own

political affiliations-of those who alone re-
grret that that legislation, as introduced last
year, was not acceptable to Parliament. The
vCOPle most concerned were not enthusiastic
about it. Even the Commionwvealth Govern-
ment whose financial help was required to
make the proposal feasible, has-if it
has not roundly condemned the scheme as
proposed-so altered it and has accepted
responsibility for such an amended and
abbreviated scheme that it hears little
relationship to that originally introduced in-
to this House, except for that portion which
had reference to the north-eastern wheathelt.

It seems to me that the people responsible
for the introduction of that legislation would
hes well advised to forget their share in it,
because it would appear either that the Min-
ister who introduced it accepted the pro-
posals of his technical officers without in-
quiry as to the economic implications, or that
it was simply a barefaced political stunt that
backfired. When some of the hon. members
who are and have been supporters of the
previous Government in this State come here,
within six months of a change in administra-
tion, and parade to this House and the public
of the State the conditions obtaining in re-
lation to such matters as railwar- barracks
and quarters for certain 6f the railway em-
ployees, and ask for immediate or early
action to effect alterations in those condi-
tions, it is well to remind them that for 17
years past they had ample opportunity,
through their own political affiliations, to
effect such improvements.

Hon. E. M. Davies: We could not do any-
thing during the war.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: You could not do
anything before the war!

Hon. E. Al. Davies: Yes, we could.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: Why did you not
do it?

Hon. G.- Bennetts: The Labour Govern-
meat made the money available.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I wonder where it
found the money. For about 20 years we
have had a policy of drift and do little or
do nothing, with prevarication and ineptitude
in administration. These conditions and
amenities were shockingly neglected by Gov-
ernments that professed to represent the men
Concerned. Had private industry been the
employer, it would not have been allowved
to carry on.
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Insofar as matters more directly dealt
with by the Speech are concerned-I am
supporting the motion for the adoption o f
the Address-in-reply-it is appropriate that
reference be made to the question of public
transport and the condition into which
nearly nil of it ha fallen and certainly that
portion with which people iii the country
are mainly concernedl, namely, the railways.
Notwithstanding all the sins of omission
and commission of the previous Adminis-
tration and irrespective of all the difficulties
that the lpresent Government may experi-
ence, I think the greatest tragedy it has
inherited is our so-called system of railways.
As a public utility serving a people in
the twentieth century, it has been allowed
to (deterioratej into a derelict and decrepit
undertaking of rap. and tatters that only
wholesale reorganisation entailing great ex-
penditure will restore to reasonable order.

I consider that members and the people
of the State must face the issue squarely.
The railways have been starved for funds
for maintenance and improvements, and
starved for such a time that they have
reached the stage where nothing but whole-
sale reorganisation-and I might say re-
lbuilding--will be necessary to restore them
to a state that will enable them to serve the
,people satisfactorily. Starting with the per-
manent way, going on to the rollingstock
and to thle higher administration, all these
phases, I think, must be subjected to a very
searching inquiry, which it would appear
they are about to get. The people and
Parliamvnt must be prepared to face the
bill oif costs that will be entailed in restor-
ing the railways to a reasonable condition.

The railways at the moment are at the
lowest point of their effiviency, cad it is
doubly unfortunate that they should have
reached that stage at a time when the People
are realising- the efficiency and adaptability
of other modes of transport. Despite what
may be aid to the contrary, I very much
doubt whether those other modes of trans-
port would be able to colie with traffic,
including freigrht, that must be handled as
cheaply as it con he by a reasonably effi-
cient railway system. I7nfortunately, the
railways arc in such an inefficient state that
eomparisons are being drawn between them
and other modes of transport, particularly
road transport. We have to face the fact
that we cannot turn round, as is often ad-
vocated by people w~ho speak without think-

* mg, and scrap the railways. A sum of
£27,000,000 of public money is involved,
and even if we could bear the loss of that
money, we have to remember that there are
certain kinds of traffic for which the rail-
ways are absolutely necessary. Neither can
we face the lifting of all controls on road
transport until such time as we have a
thorough overhaul of the railways and. are
able to determine what freight and traffic
can best be handled by the railways and
what can best be left to road transport.

I suggest to the Government that it is high
time the Railway Department gave some
thought to embarking upon a measure of
road transport itself. The people will not
be prepared indefinitely to put up with
the restrictions imposed upon all other
means of transport, and while I think they
are prepared to allow reasonable time for
the rehabilitation of the railways-that is
a popular word nowadays-I consider that.
in order to move with the times, a more
progressive spirit is necessary in the higher
administration and that there is an oppor-
tunity for the railwaiys, as a public utility,
to adopt a- measure of road transport.

About 15 years ago, when the State
Transport Co-ordination Act was brought
into operation, I took a leading part in
my district in opposing its application. Per-
haps I have not given as much thought to
the problem in recent times, but with
the changing conditions I have regard-
ed motor transport as a competitor with the
railways. When I speak of a competitor
wvith the railways, I do not refer to effi-
ciency or speed; I have in mind partien-
larly fares and freights. My experience of
happenings in the country districts during
the loco. strike last November, showed that
there are people who think that the cure-all
for our transport problem is to throw the
door wide open to motor transport, but
those people ought to reconsider their
beliefs. In 1931 or 1932, road transport
could successfully compete with the rail-
ways for a large amount of traffic at com-
petitive prices, particularly stock, but dur-
ing the loco. strike last year, freig-hts
100 per cent, and more above the
railway charge were being asked bv car-
riers from districts on the Great Southern,
.so that we have to consider the question
from that angle also. I feel sure that once
the present Administration is satisfied what
the railways can handle and what road
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transport can handle at a comparable
freight rate, it will face the issue and give
to each mode of transport the scope for its
operation which it is best suited to carry
out.

I have held for some considerable time
past that the greatest enemy to railway ad-
ministration is the State Transport Co-
ordination Act. As that measure was ad-
ministered it became not a transport
tb-ordination Act, but a transport elimina-
tion Act. It has fostered in the mind of
the railway administration a belief that the
railways can make the public take ny-
thing, because the department is protected
f rom any form of competition whatever. I
am afraid that that attitude of mind still
persists in the higher administration, al-
though, to be fair, I do not think the Com-
missioner himself is nearly as badly af-
fected, if he i affected at all, as are some
of his senior advisers.

I had hoped tbat with the change of Gov'-
ermnent we Bould have expected at a very
early' date some better appreciation of the
conditions under which country people are
living and of their lack of amenities and
opportunities. Though there has been in
some of the departments an enlightened
feeling in that regard, I am afraid that
is- not so in the ease of one of the depart-
meats of a Minister in this Houise. I refer
to the Health Department. I desire to
speak on the subject of the supply of facili--
ties and equipment to country hospitals.

The position at the Wagin Hospital at
the moment, in my opinion, is no credit to
the Health Department. In order to ia-
prove the hospital in that town, the resi-
dents, somewhere about 1920, collected a
large sum of money in the district. The
improvements were duly made. A few years
o,-o the residents took similar action -when
it was desired to add a maternity wing.
Of course, they received assistance as well.
rhe people collected one-third of the
nsqt, the Lotteries Commission eon-

.ributed one-third and the IWfdical De-
r)artment the remaining third. In the
)pinion of the people of the district, and I
woartily agree with them, the hospital
;hould have better x-ray equipment than
:he type which it has been suggested they
;hould accept. They have collected a eon-
,iderable sum of money, £600 to £700, with
iview to purchasing a fairly big x-ray

plant costing between £1,500 and £1,800.
They asked the Medical Department to pro-
vide one-third of the cost and intended to
approach the Lotteries Commission for the
remaining third. However, all that the
Medical Department was prepared to Con-
tribute was one-third of the cost of a plant
of the value of £C500.

That plant would certainly s-ray a frac-
tured finger or a broken arm, but
it is impossible to drive into the
mind of the Medical Department the
fact that between Albany and Perth
there is no x-ray equipment which
might be used for a major operation or
used to prevent a major operation, 01 to
carry out exploratory -work. Surely, not-
withstanding these reasons tr excuses, the
country people have some right to expect-
and I consider they are justified in expect-
ing-that the present Gtovernment. will give
matters of this kind a little more considera-
tion and thought. fin this ease all that the
department 'will accept responsibility for is%
the sum of about £C170. That i-: what the
department has told people who are trying
to help themselvds and who are entitled
to consideration. The department told
those people that if they so desired they
could purchase the plant they wanted them-
s;elves. Nothing like that was said when
the Perth Hospital and the King Edward
Memorial Hospital were built and equip-
ment supplied to them. The Wasgin people,
as I said, are prenared to find a larce
share of the expenditure themselves and T
hope the Minister will give some further
consideration to the matter. I support the
motion.

On motion
adjourned.

by Hon. C. G. Lathamn, debate

House adjounrned at 6.13 V.m.
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